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1. The Soviet-controlled Bahnbedarf A.G. has received an order, signed by
Donchev and lMartinov of the Bulgarian Trade Delegation in Vienna, for
8,500 passsngar train hand-forged ateel couplings for a total cost of
11,475,000 schillings. The couplings are to be dslivered in 1949,
Source states that ths price is hish, but that the Bulparians will proba-
25X1A6a bly  pay wAth schillines which they have earned in their black market
. transactions in Austria (sce Corment below).

2, The Bulparian Trade Delegation has also requested USIA bids on three com-
plete mobile railuay ecransa of 25 to 30 tons capacity and one of 60 to 80
ecapacity tons for delivery to ilstal Import, Sofia., Bahnbedarf estimates
the cost of all four cranes at anproximately 6,000,000 schillings.

25X1X 3, *there waere no Austrian Government rerresentatives
precent a e negotiations, and that all correspondence concerning the
above ordsrs was exchanged dircetly between the Bulgarian Trade Delepa-

tion and UTIA Trattnerhof or Bahnbedarf without reference to the Austrian

Government. Therefore, the transactions are apparently extra-leml and

not a part of the Austro-Bulmarian Trade Agrecment.

25X1A6a )

mmentt The probability that these transactions wers not sanctioned
by the 'Avstrian Govornment is borne out by the following:

a.  Tha fact that the rronosed USIA=Bulgarian Trade Agreerent totaling
70,000,000 schillinpa vas exposed by the loeal preas late in Decori-
ber 1948. The Corrmnist presa and the Bulgarian Lesation in Viennu
denied the existence of such an apreement, but it is penerally doutted
hers that the expooure halted extra-le7al exchan7es of Austrian raw
materials and industrial moods for Bulsarian perishables.

25X1X b. Ina report dated 27 January 199, NN t:: 5:17arian
Trade Dolegation ordered 400,000 schillings worth of marrow gauge
wheels and axlea from Bahnbedari‘ The arproximately 18,000,000~
schilling total of these three Bahnbedarf orders far exceeds the
clauses in the officia tro-Bulgarian Trade Agreenent which
right cover the above-m oned types of rail equipmant..)
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